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Essay on Banning Cellphones in Schools
Electronic devices are becoming a common thing in most of the schools in the world. They are used to access information and also to ease communication. Some schools require a student to have a laptop for specific lessons, and others provide computers for some exercises. Phones are among these electronic devices which serve closer to the same function as tablets and laptops. As much as they are beneficial, phones can be distractors during lessons and presentations. They have led to the loss of attention and other harmful factors. Cell phones should be banned from classrooms: their negative effects supersede the benefits in school premises.

Effects of Cell Phones in School

The use of cell phones in schools is a distractor from education. In some instances, students are allowed to have their phones in classrooms during lessons and lectures. Instead of listening to the instructors, some students, therefore, drift away and engage on their phones. That means they do not pay attention to the lesson being carried out. Since most of the time, they put the phones on silent, so much activity goes on in the classroom. This distraction will, therefore, lead to low performance in exams. According to a research made in England, students carry out a number of activities on their phones; chat, text, participate in games, and access Facebook and Twitter. The study also showed that after phones were banned in some schools in England, there was an increase in academic performance. "Our results suggest that mobile phones cause distraction from learning and introducing a ban limit this problem" (Beland & Murphy, 2014).

Since some students do not study for their exams because of distractions caused by cell phones, they, therefore, use the phones to cheat in exams. Without keen supervision combined with no strict instructions during examinations, students find it easy to check for answers online using their cell phones. That, therefore, will lead to internet generated grades, which can, in the end, produce half-baked students. Cheating in exams has become rampant, and some students depend on the phones in every exam because it has now turned habitual.

It is easier to get into trouble with a cellphone in school than without. The cases of cyberbullying and sexual harassment are on the rise. Most of these harmful activities happen on phones and computers. It is easy for students to engage in immoral activities while in school during their free hours, which might lead to getting in trouble. There are classes where students have abused fellow students on Instagram or Facebook just because she is a plus size. Thus social media is turning to a place where scores are to be scored instead of squaring the issues face to face. Besides, students engage in sexual relationships that are easily generated via phones. Sexting and chatting make students lose their attention from school work. Some schools ban phones to avoid such behavior (Kihwele & Bali, 2013). 

Conclusion

Mobile phones are important gadgets that can help one in relaying information. However, it is not wise to access phones in school during lessons. Most students record poor performance because of chatting on phones during lessons. They have also contributed to immoral behavior in school premises like sexting and cyberbullying. Cheating is another big issue that has been contributed by accessing cell phones in exam rooms. Therefore, teachers should be careful while allowing students to use their phones by monitoring them. Either way, they need to ban accessing phones in school to limit the issues brought by the action.
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